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How is activePDF able to use the PDF format? Doesn’t
Adobe® own PDF?

Adobe Systems Incorporated® owns the copyright for the
particular data structures and operators that comprise
the Portable Document Format (PDF). In an effort to
promote the use of PDF as a standard format for elec-
fronic document exchange, Adobe grants permission fo
activePDF and other parties using the copyrighted data
structures and operators to:

Generate PDF files that conform to the PDF
formaft

Develop applications that produce output that
conforms to the PDF format

Develop applications that are capable of
displaying, printing, or interpreting contents of
PDF files

Adobe grants this copyright permission under the follow-
ing conditions:

Software accepting PDF as an input format must
adhere to access permissions specified in the
inputted PDFs

Applications using the copyrighted data struc-
tures or operators must include an appropriate
copyright notfice

Adobe holds the following patents covering fechnologies
used in generating PDF files: US Patent Numbers:
5,634,064, 5,737,599, 5,781,785, 5,819,301, 5,860,074,
6,028,583. Adobe licenses these patents on a royalty-free,
non-exclusive basis to activePDF and other parties
developing soffware that produces PDF files complying
with Adobe’s PDF Specification.

All of activePDF’s products adhere to Adobe’s conditions,
and generate PDF files that conform to the latest version
of the PDF Specification. This means the PDF files gener-
ated via activePDF’s products can be used with any
other product capable of handling PDF files.

| already run Acrobat Distiller® on my server. Isn’t that the
same thing as activePDF?

Per the Acrobat Distiller licensing structure, the only time a
single license of Acrobat Distiller can legally be run on a
server is if every desktop client using the server has its own
license of Acrobat Distiller. In other words, unless a
license of Acrobat Distiller is purchased for each desktop
client, using Acrobat Distiller on a server (even a web
server) is in direct violation with the Adobe Acrobat® End-
Users’ Licensing Agreement (EULA).

Adobe also offers Distiller Server®, a server-based PDF

generator that is specifically licensed for server use. Pricing
for Distiller Server begins at $5000 for a 100-user bundle,
extending to $15,000 for an unlimited user license. The
EULA for Distiller Server requires authentication of every user
accessing the server, making it illegal for most web-based
applications. activePDF offers the same functionality with
activePDF Server™, which is offered for just under $1000,
with an unlimited user license.

I run Acrobat via OLE from my Visual Basic® program on the
server. How is activePDF Toolkit™ different?

As mentioned before, unless every user accessing the
Visual Basic program is a licensed user of Acrobat, this
configuration is in violation of the Acrobat EULA. Licensed
per server, activePDF Toolkit allows users to append,
extract, stamp, form-fill, create, stitch, secure, linearize and
more, without requiring multiple desktop client licenses.
Developers can easily integrate acitvePDF Toolkit with
existing programs to take advantage of its powerful PDF
manipulation capabilities.

Further Information

The contents of this document are based solely on
activePDFs interpretation of Adobe’s Acrobat EULA, PDF
Specification, and Patent Clarification Noftice. If you have
questions regarding legalities of using the PDF format or
specific software packages, activePDF strongly recom-
mends you seek appropriate legal counsel.

For more information regarding Adobe’s copyrights and
patents, please contact the legal department of Adobe
Systems Incorporated at (206) 675-7000.

About activePDF

activePDF Inc., a leading provider of server-side PDF conversion and development fools
for Windows®, offers a complete suite of affordable industrial-strength PDF fools that free
the developer from the typical dilemmas associated with dynamic PDF creation. The most
comprehensive server-side PDF development tools in existence, activePDF software re-
mains unique in the PDF industry by offering a server-based suite of products with no ad-
ditional per user or per document licensing fees. activePDF provides COM object level
access within all of its products to afford developers complete control over the PDF gen-
eration and manipulation process. Established in January 2000, activePDF has a global
distribution network spanning every continent and more than 5,000 clients worldwide.
activePDF customers include Fortune and Global 500 organizations in the financial/bank-
ing services, manufacturing, pharmaceutical, healthcare, education and government
industries.
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